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P’o“l”p“’anel
‘nixes B
supe‘rsiore

- By FRANKIE EDOZIEN

A backlash against “big
‘box” superstores was un-
leashed yesterday when a
City Council panel unani-
mously rejected an applica-
tion from BJ’'s Wholesale
Club to opeén in The Bronx,
effectively killing a project
that had been in the -works
for a year.

BJ’s had applied for zon-
ing changes and a special
permit so its developer, Re-
lated Companies, could
build a 130,000-square-foot
megastore on the border of
Soundview and Castle Hill.

- The rejection by the

council’s Land Use Com-

mittee was unusual because
BJ’s has the support of
Councilwoman = Madeline
Provenzano, who repre-
sents the area. ‘

www.nypost.com

Organized labor had in-
tensely lobbied lawmakers
to deny zoning changes be-

cause of BJ’s alleged anti-

union policies, but council
members said the only rea-
son they killed the project
was concern about traffic.

“I think all of you know
this is ]ust a great big smoke

screen,” a peeved Prov-

enzano said.

“We all know that the
bottom line here is the
unions.”

She said the council often

-wailed that there aren’t jobs

for minorities, and “this
may be just a little help, but
it’s a help.”

The entire council is ex-
pected to deny the applica-
tion next week.



