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By DAVID SEIFMAN
and HEATHER GILMORE
~ The city has come’ up
-with . a _néw - 10.. Most
- Wanted list. —. serial ciga-
-rette scofflaws’ who will
have to cough up upwar
- of $40,000 ‘for buying
‘bushels of butts online.
The smokers - likely
thought "they were: being
- savvy by ordering: hun-
dreds’  of cartons... .of

“smokes from Web: sites -

-and not paying tax on the
‘orders, the city said. - . -
" But the end result is
_the'y've -puffed the most

: wth, with the city billing
them - $150 per pack for
unpaid taxes, with an

* added penalty of $100 per
carton.

The city thanoe De-
partment is hunting' down
194 Most Wanted Smokers

. who, the cy said,

. failed to ‘respond to two.
written requests over the
past year to settle up. The

.Post exclusively obtained .

“.the top 10 list. Bight of the

worst offeriders owe heart

attack-inducing penalties
* of more than $20,000.

‘No. 1 on the list, 'I‘homas
Faernstrom, is accused of
buying 377 untaxed car-
tons since July 2002, when

 number at his

" the city's tax on cigaretta;

soared. He's been billed .
$43.355, representing
$5,655 in taxes and $37,700
in penalties.

A man who answered

s -the door at Faernstrom's;
- most recent listed address; -
" in‘Bensonhurst said the al-I

leged butt hoarder didn'
live there, anq -a phoné-

have also proved elusive.
The city ‘said two on the
list of 194 have died. -
The Post successfully
tracked down one of lhe
alleged. Top-10 scofflaws, .,
in Florida. The . forme:’
New Yorker, speaking on -

- the condition of anonym- 4

ity, said he was not happy
about the city’s " crack-
down. - “It’s ridiculous.
They're such .a~holes. I
haven't got anything in the-

“mail here,” he said. “The

bastards. I got those ciga-
rettes legally from an In- -
dian reservation over a.
period of _years; this is |ust
revenue—rmsmg.

ency has set up a

: C ag
hot line, (718) - 403-4300,
for those who want to

come clean. !
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