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Council's Power To Block B.Js From Bronx Mall Questloned

By DAVID LOMBINO
Staff Reporter of the Sun

A proposal to build a multimillion-
dollar mall in a dilapidated area of
the Bronx is sparking debate about
whether the City Council has the au-
thority to use its land-use power to
i block certain stores — such as Wal-
| Mart and the wholesale outlet B]’s —
i from renting space in the complex.
. The developer of the 1 million
- square feet of retail space, the Relat:
ed Companies, has said the mall will
contain “only businesses and retail-
ers that are already doing business
. in the five boroughs of New York
City,” a statement that some council
members interpret to mean as “not
Wal-Mart.” |

But several council members and
community opponents of the project
are saying that opening a BJ’s, which
charges a membership fee and gener-
ally does not accept food stamps, in
one of the city’s poorest neighbor-
hoods is a disservice to the local com-
munity. Union leaders are lobbying
against the labor practices of Wal-
Mart, BJ’s,
that may be invited.into the mall.

Today, a council land-use subcom-
mittee will hear public testimony re-
garding the $394 million Gateway
Center, which would occupy the site
of ‘the current Bronx Terminal Mar-
ket. The chairman of the subcommit-
tee, Tony Avella, a Democrat of
Queens, said yesterday the entire

and other big box stores .

February 1 meeting.

Mr. Avella said that while council
members would likely debate what
stores will occupy the mall and the
terms of the lease with the city,
they must vote on the criteria
spelled out in the city’s land-use
process, like traffic and environ-
mental impacts.

“We are very concerned about big
box stores making available food
stamps and disenfranchising the very

“The 800-pound gorilla e

in the room is Wal-Mart
and BJ’s. You have to
‘know if they will be there,
otherwise it becomes a
Trojan horse.’

poor from getting low prices. How

that figures into land use is a gray

area,” Mr. Avella said.
- Still, he said that, like a jury that

hears inadmissible testimony, indi- .

-vidual council members are likely to

vote on all the ewdence presented
‘before them.

Council Member’ Joel Rivera, a De-
mocrat of the Bronx, said, “I've told
everyone that while we may have con-
cerns about companies coming into
our neighborhoads, we have to make

larid-use decisions. solely based on

is Wal-Mart-and BJ’s

other criteria.”

“Hopefully, they wz]l bnng in stores
that are friendly to the consumers and
friendly to the people that work
there,” Mr. Rivera said.

Today, the city, which is leasing city
land to the developer, and Related

‘will testify in.favor of the project.

They say the mall will spur economic

-growth and bring about 5,000 jobs to

a long- neglected area. They cite the
21-2 vote in favor of the pro;ect by the
local community board.

Related already paxd $42 mﬂhon to
the- city for: thetle
Bloomberg_ dministr
to reimburse the developer if the | proj-
ect falls through or fails to. get land
use approval.

A group of opponents of the proj-
ect, including representatives from

organized labor and advocates seek-
ing:a better relocation’plan for the

current ténants of hie Brohx Terminal
Market, will protést today outside
City Hall after giving'their public: fes
timony to the council. :

An organizer for a grocery work-
ers’ union that-opposes the project,
Patrick Purcell, said yesterday that

fhe council should consider what
‘stores will fill the Gateway Center

because of its potential negative -sd-
cio-economic impact on the'commu-
nity.

“The- 800-p0und gonlla in the room
. You have to
know if they will be there otherwise
it becomes a 'I‘ro jan horse, » he said. -

council would vote on the projectata
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