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Hon. Amanda M. Burden, Chair 

Director Dept. of City Planning 

22 Reade Street 

New York, NY 10007-1216 

 

 

Dear Ms. Burden: 

 

As you know Community Board 9 Manhattan has been engaged in direct conversations and 

negotiations with DCP, Columbia University and various other City Agencies regarding the 

Columbia University Expansion into West Manhattanville and their 197-c Plan which is being 

concurrently reviewed with CB9M’s 197-a Plan. 

 

During the almost 4 years of this engagement, CB9M has been very concerned and expressed 

such concerns many times about the possibility of DCP issuing the certification of the CU 

Environmental Impact Study and referral for public review of CB9M’s plan during the Summer 

months of July and August. 

 

This concerns are very real and painful,  The Community Boards are in Summer hiatus during 

July and August, it becomes almost impossible to attain the quorum required for meetings and 

Public Hearings and the community at large considers that any ULURP done during those two 

months are intended to “slip a fast one” past the community. 

 

Compounding the situation we have repeatedly pointed out that we are in the process of 

relocating our office during June further difficulting the possibility of scheduling meetings in 

appropriate venues. 

 

And the well known suspicions of the community regarding any action on any Columbia 

University plans or projects. 

 

It will be a great disservice to the Community, the Administration and Columbia University to 

issue such certification and referral during the month June. 

 

The consequences of such inadvisable action by DCP are dangerously enormous and may even 

involve public disturbance, this is how serious the situation could be. 
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Hon. Jordi Reyes-Montblanc, Chairman  Reysmont@yahoo.com 

Mr. Lawrence T. McClean, District Manager  MnQ99@cb.nyc.gov 

 


